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Pog‘ ulation

1. During World War II, the population of Tashkent swelled to a figure somewhere

S between 1,500,000 and 2,000,000, This increase was primarily the result of the
= influx of people evasuatir-g from the Ukraine and the Moscow area, Since 1948,
oy however, the population fijyure has decreased somewhat and, in 1949, the popula~
s T tion was said to be between 1,300,000 and 1,500,000, /
ma ¢ b !
S = In the vicinity of Tashkent there are more Uzbeks than any other nationality;
= there are alsc some Kirgiz along with the primitive people of Central Asia.
o However, the Furopean Russians (from CGieater Russia and the Ukraine) and a few
= Armernd.ans and Jews form the upper clasz of th \ 50X1-HUM
. the number of Turopean Russians has increased rapldly since the end oz
et World VWar II and at present there are several hundred thousand mors of thenm
than before the war, ,
=3
=

ance and by their clothes.

Attitude “oward Furopean Russians

improvement in their standard of living,

3, In the city the Furopean Russiaas can be recognized 1med1ate1y by their appear-
The clothes of the women, in partic
greatly improved since 191.6 and 1947 and even seemed extravagant

u?ar have 50X1-HUM

‘the improvement in their clothing is indicative of an

L. The standard of living of the Uzbeks is about 10 percent.lower than that of the
Europeans and this economic difference is one of the causes of the unfriendly

feeling of the natives toward the cutsiders.

economic difference is the language barrier. All plans, directives, and

drawings pertaining Lo the operation of the factories are in Russian,

One of the main reasons for this

Therefore,

those who cannot read the Russian language are forced to remain 2t the lowest
level of factory hand and cannot be promoted to the job of foreman or above,
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5. Hevertheless, the Russian language has not yet become popular among the
tizbeks; only about 80 percent of the ndtives overthe zge of 50 can speak
and understand Russian and they ave all illiterate., The percentage of
1lliteracy among the young is lower because they have received instruction
in the Russian langbage since grade school days. The Uzbek language is used
for school education, but the Russian alphabet is used in place of the native
izbek letters. Tven so, only about 20 percent of the young can read and write
susaian perfectly and these are included among the intelligentsia in thie
district,

4. In industry, therefore, the Uzbeks are handicapped and are made to do the dirty
work. The resulting effect on their economic life causes them to bear a grudge
against the Furopeans, In addition to this, there is a natural fesling of
resentment toward an outside race with different customs. The Uzbeks still
adhere to many «ld feudalistic customs, For instance, & woman wears a Mosiem
vell when seen putdoors and is not allowed to wear western clothes.®

. The iirglz bavs meny different customs and are more naive than the Uzbeks,
They have a ‘sroverb which means that the Uzbeks are a cunning people; a fact
which they vesent. this grudge 50X1-HUM
against the Uzbeks was made apparent during working hours.

Attitude foward Jews

£, There is 3 bitter feeling against the Jews on the part of the people of
Tashkent in general and the laborers in particular. The people feel that the
Jews con:rol all the trade and that during the war they accunulated vast riches |
from black market activities. They admit that the Jews are intelligeni and
complain thet they do not like physicsl labor; in the factories there are many
Jews wio handle office work but there is not a single Jewlsh laborer, Half the
barber shops in Tashkent are run by Jews and they control all eating and drink-
ing unions and occupy important positions in the contractors’ unions,

%. Although the Jews are at heart anti~Communist, they are attempting to plant
their own people in the Party bto protect their interssts, They are interested
in tying up voneir cconomic power with politieal power and absorbing illegal
profits trom “nderhanded deelines| S0X1-HUM

i, The people huve the following specific complainta about tko Jews:

a. The Jews are cunning; when they enter the armed sérvice they enlist as
bar?ers and shosmskers and try to keep away from the front., They speund
their time flattering their superior officers and attempting to stay away
from the front where the fighting is going on,

b, During the war, when everyone else was having a hard time, the Jews wsre

hxixgv collecting gold coins, gold boxes, and other handicraft of gold and
silver. .

&, There are many female Jewish doctors at the State Hospital in Tashkenis
they adjust their treatment of patients according to the money they receive .
I_f_t.hey receive mmey , they will write out a certificste for s non-
existent illness; il they receive no mone-, they will refuse to render aid
for a real disease,

ggohamed;m_i_ sm

1. & large mumber of {zbeks of the older i
{ zbeks A er generation believe in Mohammedanism
t;;r; 311: several hohammedan temples in Tashkent, These natives are consigzied
old-iashioned and out-of-date, however, and they are powerless in the Uzbek

society. There is not a sign of reli
population under th: age of 30, | eliglous faith in Moh
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Standard ol Living

possible Living wage in Tashkent is about 600 rubles a month, 50X1-HUM

165 1ubles was necessary for food and clothing and, with this sum,
it was barely possible to keep up the physieal condition necessary for daily
labor. If the cost of housing and fuel, both comparatively cheap in Tashkent 5
and the cost of luxuries and recreation is added, the total amourits to about
680 rubles. "his means that among married low-claszs laborers and office work.
ers, both husbind and wife must work to maintain the minimum standard of
living.

‘he 1iet of wapis given below indicates that most of the laboring class lives
a\. or close to the lowest possible standard of living. HNevertheless, it is
easier fur the luiborers to make a living now than it was before the decrease
in nricen which resultsd from the lifting of restrictions in late 1947,

In 1947 snd 1948, the cost of clothirg was high in comparison with the cost
of food. iwwever, factories rationed out outer and under e¢lothing to each
laborer a. a price lower than the usual market price, Some industries,
particula:ly those engaged in construetion work, rationed out foud cheaper
than the jeneral market price,

The living standard of the Uzbek farmers, the majority of the Uzbek population,
is even lofer than that of the laborers. The clothes in which they are seen

on the stru:ts sre much paorer; and they cannot purchase daily cormodities the
way the lelorers can.

The Uzbeit {.mmers are generally unconcerned with politiecs; the native
laborers al.o are not well informed on political problems compared to the
Furopean iua'ian laborers. Sights like a debate or discussion centered arcund

a newsparer .n a factory are very rare and those involvad in such discussions
show lit.le ajthusiasm,

Wages

Following .5 a list of standard wages for laborers and office emplayees in
Tashkent n 19481949,

nTpe Hdonthly Wage Remarks
ia fubles

Common 11 :orars 800 ~ 1,000 This ecategory includes

(20 to 2 years) the greater part of all
laborers.

Skilled Znborers 1,000 ~ 1,500 There are about 2000 of
these,

Female ~ffice help 400 - B0C The wages of office

employees compared to

those of the laborers

are low regardless of sex.
)

Following is ¢ list of wapes for the staff of concentration camps,##

Ty Rubles pep ¥onth

\.
Commandisz >fficer (major or old captain) 1,600 - 2,500
Ferr Female Dertor 2,000 - 3,000

Officers cn duty {1st and 2nd lisutenants) 800 - 1,500
Female cli'ice employees and nurses 400 = 600
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The Communist Party in the Uzbek S3R

The Uzbeks really look upon Stalin as & god. Next in their admiration are
Molotov and Malenkov. On the other hand, there is 2 strong feeling on the

part of the people against the inferior type Communist Party member whe
specializes in thefts and oppression, Uszbek lsborers hold a deep-rooted

grudge against the managers and foremen, usually Communists, with whom they
come into direct contact because of their illesal dealings, embezzlement,

and, above all, their ill-treatment of the workers, Uzbeks have a particularly
stronz feeling against Furopean Russian Party members. The Uzbeks as a people,
however, are not psychologically capable of rising up against oppressicen.

Currently the Cowmunist Party in the Usbek SSR is concentrating its recruitment
en the youth and on the intelligentsia; new recruits must underso thorough
screening and testing before they are sworn in, Ffforts of the Party to recruit
youth are centersd in ite Komsomol and Plone® movements. These movements have
limited scope because they are centered around the schools and the studerss do
not appear to be enthusiastic; those who are unable to attend school fow
various reascns have no interest whatsoever in political problems, There are
scarcely any cases of farmers or laborers taking part, in these movements.,

The only political instruction offered in the 10-year echool in Tashkent is a
course, “ilistory of the Communist Party", The Party educational institution
in Tashkent is the Marx- Lenin College, which is a night school at which
leborer and farmer Party members sad candidates feor Party membership receive
ovelitical instruction,

Those laborers who were not members of these movements when they were school.
age must be recommended for Party membership, Such recommendation is usually
made on the basis of continued and faithful service on the job and special
decds of merit, such as participating in the Stakhenovite Movement. After
having been made members of the Party, these laborers have no rights op
privileges,

Party members are required to set a good example for the public in botk taeir
business and private dealings, and they seem to make an effort to do seo, They
often meet to eriticise themselves, and purges are carried out ruthlessly.

Yet illegal deaiings on the part of some Party members continue endlessly.
Particularly common is the embezziement of supplies of all kinds: cement,
brick, paint, f20d, clothing.

liployees and laborers in factories are required to buy Government bonds., A

se’ amcunt is deducted from each man‘s vay and the workers begrudge losing

this portion of their income, Communist Party members are ordered to head these
movenents in the factories and, Lecause = greater portion of their pay is
deduc.ed, they have a hard time making ends meet in their daily lives,

Neverineless, &the standard of living of Party members, especially those om the
high level, is more luxurious then that of non-menbers, judging from their
clothing. The zeneral public locks upon Party members with envy, therefore.

It is the young wembers who actually control the Party; those who have been in
the Party sinece the days of the Revolution seem to be satisfied to hold
honorary offices, :

The clder Uzbeks are not friendly toward the Party because the Party ignores
them; most of them comply with Party wishez on the surface, however, even
though at heart they do not wish to support it.
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